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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce load on a user when retrieving and referring to 
image information. 

SOLUTION: A client 10 has a function for reading image information in a 
prescribed data format. A content discrimination information managing means 21 
of an image information retrieving device 20 manages information to be referred 
to for specifying the contents of the image information managed by an image 
information server 30. When the retrieval request of the image information is 
received from a client 10, an image information retrieving means 22 retrieves 
the image information matched m\h that retrieving request based on content 
discrimination information and outputs a reference request to the image 
information server 30 for storing the detected image information. When the 
reference request is received from the image infomnation retrieving means 22, 
an image information providing means 32 of the image information server 30 
extracts relevant image information 31a from an image information storage means 
31 and transmits that image information 31a to the client 10. 
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